
Pathways From Poverty to 
Thriving in Dakota  County  

Growing Capacity and Reducing Dependency  

Inver Grove Leaders 
7-12-2016 



Purpose of work today  

ÅGain  further clarity of issues around poverty 

impacting Dakota County  

ÅReview  poverty data trends & patterns  

ÅUnderstand  what research & practice says about 

addressing poverty  

ÅDiscuss reaction to information and potential steps 

forward  

ÅGather  any additional questions or needs you may 

have  
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What do we mean by 
Poverty? 

IS NOT: 
 

Extreme Poverty  
 

V òA condition characterized by 
severe deprivation of basic 
human needs, including food, 
safe drinking water, sanitation 

facilities, health, shelter, 
education and information. It 
depends not only on income 
but also on access to services."  

V The term 'absolute poverty', 

when used in this fashion, is 
usually synonymous with 
'extreme povertyô 

         

* Wikipedia - defined by the International Community as 

earning less than a $1.25 a day, as measured in 2005 

international prices . 

INSTEAD: 
 

Relative Poverty  
 

 

V The condition in which people lack the 

minimum amount of income needed 

in order to maintain the average 

standard of living in the society in 

which they live .  

V Relative poverty is considered the 

easiest way to measure the level of 

poverty in an individual country. 

Relative poverty is defined relative to 

the members of a society and, 

therefore, differs across countries .  

V People are said to be impoverished if 

they cannot keep up with standard of 

living as determined by society .  

 
* Study.com ð American sociologist Robert K. Merton  
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Why this matters in 
Dakota County  
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Nationally, suburbs are home to the largest and fastest growing 
poor population 

Source: Brookings analysis of U.S. Census Bureau data 
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Dakota County Cities Population Growth  

7 Source: US Census, Metropolitan Council  

Apple
Valley
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Inver
Grove
Hghts
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Hghts

Rosemount
South St.
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West St.

Paul
Rural DC

Census 2000 45,527 60,220 63,557 12,365 18,201 29,751 43,128 11,434 14,619 20,167 19,405 17,530

2012 (Est) 49,895 61,061 64,972 21,792 22,336 34,189 57,048 11,140 22,384 20,290 19,756 19,630
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Key strategy  - target toward livable wage 

(200% FPG) vs. minimum wage 
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$731 
$4.22/Hourly 

$1,960 
$11.30/Hourly 

$401 
$2.31/Hourly 

 
$1,439 

$8.30/Hourly 

$645 
$3.72/Hourly 

$304   $1.75 Hourly 

 

$935- 
$5.39/Hourly 

Federal minimum 

wage 
Living wage 

200% FPG 

 

Dakota County: 1- Adult, 2- Kids (both in child care) 

Taxes 

Other 

Transportation 

Housing 

Medical 

Child Care 

Food 

Source: DEED  Living Wage Calculator 2015 
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